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advent
[ˈadˌvent]
NOUN
advent (noun) · advents (plural noun) · Advent (noun)
1. the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.

·
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We all know what it is like to get ready for Christmas. We have many traditions around the preparation alone. We decorate, clean, arrange, buy, cook, wrap. But what do we do in a spiritual sense to
ready ourselves for the arrival of the Christ child?
I love Christmas, I love the shopping and lights and hallmark movies, the whole shebang. You won’t
hear me preaching “Put the Christ back in Christmas” or rallying against the blatent
commercialization of the holy day. Though that may be true, I love it just the way it is. But we can
think about the spiritual practices that go along with Advent. To prepare our hearts for the coming of
“God with us, Immanuel”.
We clean our home in preparation to welcome company, how do we clean our hearts, our spirits to
make ready for our holy guest. Make a list of the spiritual tasks. Search yourself like you search the
basement or attic for your favorite ornaments and you will be gifted and will gift our God in the
process. I think a list would look something like this:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Do I need to forgive anyone, to make room for love?
Do I need to ask forgiveness from anyone?
Do I need to let go of any fears or doubts?
Am I holding onto anything emotionally that I would be better off letting go?
Can I admit that I am lovable to God. Can I admit that I am worthy of God’s love?
Can I accept that God would find my heart an acceptable dwelling place?

Make your own list to fit your needs and to “Prepare ye the way of the Lord”. This will be a strange
Christmas indeed, but my prayer for you all is that you will feel connected to each other and that
your relationship with God will deepen even more.
Blessings to you all,

Pastor Susan

PRAY MOREPRAYER FAMILIES
WORRY LESS
Matthew 6:25

A representative from the Caring Ministry group will be sending a card to each prayer family listed below, but your additional cards are appreciated. To protect our members’ privacy we cannot publish mailing addresses. If you are in need of

a family’s address, please contact the church office at
saukvilleucc@att.net or 262-284-0588 and we can send you
an updated membership list with addresses. Here are the
prayer families for this month:
December 6 – Bill and Gloria Meloy
December 13 – Bonnie Dollert
December 20 – Dick and Judy Schoenfeldt
December 27 – Carrie, Todd, Sawyer, Reid, Lauren Rydzewski

December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December

7
9
13
16
18
21
21
22
24
26
28
29

Bill Karrels
Penny Fransee
Giorgio Fuentes
Denise Golownia
Steve Beck
Garrett Steigerwald
Ian Steigerwald
Emily Roberts
Ingrid Newlin
Gloria Miller (83 years!)
Bethel Metz
Jane Elbe
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committee updates
CARING MINISTRIES:
Although we have not been meeting due to COVID-19, Caring Ministries continues its work
with the prayer chain team and various ministries. Cards were sent over the past months for
a wedding, over age 80 birthdays, 25th anniversaries, Thanksgiving, and illnesses.
Caring Ministries will cover the cost of Buckets of Love and provide soup. Pastor Susan has
been delivering these to people who could use a meal and a few treats.
During this time of distancing, we urge you to pick up the phone and give a someone a call or
send a card. You can make a difference!
Thank you for supporting Caring Ministries through Fair Trade and card sales. Fair Trade
items and handmade occasion cards are located on the shelf next to the office and are available for sale. The chocolate is delicious and makes for great stocking stuffers at just $4 per
bar. To arrange for a low contact risk pickup please contact the church office at 262-2840588 or saukvilleucc@att.net!
STEWARDSHIP:
No meeting was held in December due to COVID-19. Thank you to everyone who submitted
a pledge for 2021. It is very much appreciated. If you haven't had a chance to do that yet,
please take a few minutes to fill out the card and mail it to church at PO Box 80304, Saukville,
WI 53080. Pledge cards can be printed from our website at
parksideucc.com/giving. Please have all monetary and nonmonetary giving in to the church office prior to December 31 to
be counted towards your 2020 giving. A Merry Christmas to all!
BUILIDNG & GROUNDS:
We will be looking to replace the faucet in the men’s room in the
lower level. We had softener salt delivered to the church and
parsonage in November by Saukville Feeds, they also brought a
couple of bags of sidewalk salt.
3

November 10, 2020
Meeting held by zoom -present: Mark Gierach, Kathy Tauben, Sue Sarver, Joan Brecke, Kaitlyn Watry,
Heather Rogge, Pastor Susan Drake
Open with prayer: Pastor Susan
Council Minutes: Motion made by Joan B. to accept the October minutes, second by Kaitlyn W, motion passed.
Treasurer report- Motion made by Heather R to accept the Treasure report for October, second by
Kaitlyn W, Motion passed.
Pastor Report – In person visits have ended for the time being, however phone calls continue.
Discussion regarding Sunday service – church service and congregational meeting to be held by Zoom
November 22, 2020. Future discussions and information regarding Advent, and Christmas to come.
Committees:
Faith Formation & Youth- Lighthouse Youth Ministry – Will be putting on a light display look for more
info to come. Still are in need of another representative from Parkside.
Stewardship—Please return your Stewardship Campaign Pledge card
Worship—No report -see newsletter for any update
Building & Grounds - No report- see newsletter for any update.
Caring—No meeting held; prayer list continues to be circulated.
Missions— Advent Program-watch for Advent calendar and additional information.
Adopt a family/person gifts for the homebound -Kathy is preparing.
16 people participating with Family Promise is you are able to contribute monetarily it is appreciated.
Old Business:
Annual Congressional Meeting Nov. 22 – Meeting to be held by zoom following church service.
Discussion regarding positions to be filled on both the Church Council and Maintenance Trust
New Business:
2021 Budget to be presented at the congregational meeting.
Motion made by Joan B. to adjourn, second Kaitlyn W. Motion passed
Adjournment with Lord’s Prayer
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November 22, 2020
Congregational Meeting – held by zoom
Meeting called to order: Mark Gierach
Open with Prayer: Pastor Susan Drake
Motion made by Wally Quade to accept the minuets from the Congregational Visioning held 2/15/20
and Special Congregational meeting held 8/30/20, second by Ingrid Newlin. Motion passed.

Treasurer report: 2021 Budget
Janitor Salary: $6,000, At this time Nancy has not been taking a salary for the cleaning she is doing for
the church.
Maintenance & Improvements $16,300 – repair to the steeple and (2) HVAC units
Breakdown of Pastor salary: $8,400 housing allowance, $14,609.28 salary.
Motion to accept the 2021 Budget by Wally Quade, second by Bill Karrels. No further discussion and
no objections motion passed.
Election: The following have been elected with no objections effective 1/1/2021.
Maintenance Trust Fund- Kris Schmidt, Sandy Dickmann and Mark Gierach (to finish Tom Rogge term
ends Dec 2021)
Church Council- Heather Rogge – President, Wally Quade- Member at Large and Sue Sarver Secretary.
Comments for the good of the church: Thank you, Mark for your years of service on the church council. You are appreciated.
Motion made by Marla Race to adjourn, second by Gail Weigel. Motion passed
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We have stocked up to ensure that you can do your Christmas
shopping and gift giving early! Schedule a purchase by emailing
us at saukvilleucc@att.net and let us know what you are looking
for and we can arrange for a low contact risk pickup appointment. We have lots of small and large denominations perfect
for mailing to all your friends & family. We also have a good supply of Starbucks cards so
you or a friend can check out the drive thru at the new coffee shop in town!

WE ARE NOT LIMITED TO THOSE PICTURED AND IF WE DON’T HAVE WHAT YOU, WANT WE CAN PLACE AN ORDER.
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A Place to Be is hosting a Blue Christmas Service and everyone is invited to attend:

Hosted by A Place to Be Spirituality Center
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SUNDAY READER SCHEDULE
To help keep track of when you are scheduled to read the scriptures for Sunday virtual
services we have created a public calendar
on our website so anyone can access it at
any time to see when an individual is scheduled. To view the calendar go to
parksideucc.com and click on the “About”
menu and look for “Worship Volunteers”. A
direct link to the calendar is here: https://
www.parksideucc.com/
worshipschedule.html .
We are very grateful for our volunteers who
help with the scripture readings, but we would
love to have more volunteers in our rotation, if
you would like to help please let us know.
Depending on the number of people volunteering for each role, the frequency is typically around once every 6 weeks when a volunteer is scheduled.

HOW TO CONTINUE DONATIONS
TO PARKSIDE
WHEN SERVICES GO VIRTUAL
1. CHECK: To deliver 100% of your donation to Parkside Community

UCC, mail your tax deductible donation to: Parkside Community
UCC, PO Box 80304, Saukville, WI 53080.

2. ACH / AUTOMATIC MONTHLY WITHDRAWALS: An easy way to
give and ensure that 100% of your donation goes to Parkside Community UCC. Just fill out a form and turn it into the church office with your
voided check and the amount you designate is taken out of your checking account on the first business day of every month. Please email the
church office at saukvilleucc@att.net to setup monthly withdrawals.

3. TEXT: Text the word "Parkside" to 73256 to give using your text messaging. Standard text message rates do apply. Please be aware that
Parkside Community UCC will incur a small, standard credit card processing fee.
4. ONLINE: If it is more convenient for you to give online, we encourage you to click here to give a one time donation.

‘tis more blessed to give than to receive
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UPDATES FROM FAMILY PROMISE
I know this year has had a number of changes
that we were not expecting, but everyone here at
Family Promise is so thankful that we have an
amazing group of volunteers! Thank you for all
that you do!

looking
for a place
to stay

Shelter Update
We currently have the following households at
The Chalet: 9 Households (18 people - 10 adults
and 8 children). Since March 13, 2020 we have provided shelter to: 52 Households (100 people - 60 adults and
40 children). During the same time period in 2019 we provided shelter to: 14 Households (35 people - 18 adults
and 17 children). Not only have we seen a huge increase in the number of shelter guests, we have seen this
type of increase in all of our programs. Let's put 2020 behind us and look forward to a new year!
Meal Update
The meal program continues to go well. Marilyn and the churches have been making some delicious meals and
the guests have loved them. Since we started the meal program we have provided 1,989 meals to our shelter
guests. Way to go Marilyn and all of our wonderful volunteers and thanks to Suzy for making sure everyone has
the meal delivery list and containers!
Christmas at the Chalet
When we met last week, we talked about how we could make Christmas a little brighter for our guests at the
Chalet. The staff were talking the next day and we thought it would be a great idea if each of the rooms at The
Chalet were adopted for the holidays. This could be done in a number of different ways, such as:
• Dropping off a small decorated artificial tree or other Christmas decorations for the room
• Dropping off cookies or small treats for the shelter guest in that room
• Dropping off St. Nick stockings for everyone in the room
• Dropping off small gifts for the shelter guests such as word search books, coloring books (adult and child)
with crayons or colored pencils
Next Volunteer Coordinator Meeting
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 15 at 6:00 pm, by Zoom. At that meeting, we will be
talking about meals for 2021 and the schedule, so please put this on your calendar.
Last but not least, I wanted to close with an email that we recently received from a current client. They had
been in our shelter program and recently moved into their own apartment with assistance from the Rapid Rehousing Program.
"My family and I are so grateful for the support of Family Promise and all the wonderful volunteers. The selfless
work that you do every day for families like ours is amazing. I now pay if forward and want to make a difference
in someone's life, like you all have made in ours. On behalf of my family, we want to thank you and Family
Promise for blessing us and helping our family during this tough time. All the wonderful people associated with
Family Promise of Ozaukee County have been angels to our family. We want you all to know that this Thanksgiving we give thanks for making a world of difference in our lives!"
I couldn't have come up with a better way to close this email. Thank you for all that you do. Stay safe and
healthy!
Blessings!
Joana
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PARKSIDE ADOPTS A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS
CAN YOU HELP MAKE THIS FAMILY’S CHRISTMAS A LITTLE BRIGHTER?

Jeff and Susie (names have been changed to respect their privacy), along
with their 5 children, moved into the Family Promise shelter program
shortly after the Interfaith Hospitality Network suspended shelter services
due to Covid-19. When they moved into shelter, we were housing shelter
guests at the Chalet Motel in Mequon. Their kids, ages 14, 10, 9, 5 and 3
struggled with the limited amount of space they had, but made the best of
it. During this time, the shelter manager met with them twice a week to
look for permanent housing that they could afford. Susie was receiving unemployment and Jeff was looking for work. In May, the family was
accepted into the Rapid Re-housing Program that Family Promise
offers. This program provides rent assistance to families for a full year with
intensive case management services. The family was having a difficult time
finding an apartment that would rent to them due to their rental history. The opportunity to rent the home next to Parkside UCC was shared
with Family Promise staff and Jeff and Susie's family came to mind. They
were accepted and they moved into their new home on July 1. On the day
they received their keys, Kaley, their 3 year old daughter was running
around in their new home with the biggest smile on their face. Since that
time, things have been looking up for the family. Jeff has been working
and Susie is expecting the 2nd week in December! They are very grateful for all the support and help they have
received from Family Promise and Parkside UCC. We recently received this note from the family:
"All the wonderful people associated with Family Promise of Ozaukee County have been angels to our family and
we want you all to know this Thanksgiving we give thanks to you for making a world of difference in our lives."
Can you help by purchasing a gift for this family? Please signup for a gift on signup genius (link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F49ADAA2CA1F58-adopt) or email the church office with your purchase so we
can keep track of what we have to avoid duplicates and be sure to get something for everyone!
Member # 1: Jeff
Pant size: Men’s 34x34
Shirt size: Men’s XL

Age: 36 Member # 2: Susie
Pant size: Women’s 8
Shirt size: Women’s Large

4 Gift Ideas:
1. Walmart Gift Card
2. Baseball glove
3. Google App gift card
4. Anything Packers, Brewers, or Bucks
Member # 4 Girl
Pant size: Girl’s 6
Shirt size: Girl’s 6
4 Gift Ideas:
1. Arts and crafts
2. Barbies
3. Barbie Accessories
4. Coloring utensils

4 Gift Ideas:
1. Anything Astrology
2. Crystals
3. Adults coloring books
4. Coloring utensils

Age: 5 Member # 5 Boy
Pant size: Boy’s 9
Shirt size: Boy’s Medium
4 Gift Ideas:
1. Anything Lego
2. Nerf Guns and accessories
3. Scooter
4. Toy cars

Member # 7 Girl
Age: 14 Member # 8 Soon to be born
Pant size: Women’s 7
Size: 0 to 3 months
Shirt size: Women’s Medium
4 Gift Ideas:
4 Gift Ideas:
1. Diapers
1. Tapestries (Bohemian theme)
2. Baby toys
2. LED string lights for bedroom
3. Clothing
3. Painting supplies
4. Books
4. Hair and makeup accessories

Age: 34 Member # 3 Girl
Pant size: 4T
Shirt size: 4T

Age: 3

4 Gift Ideas:
1. Baby dolls
2. Doll accessories
3. Animal toys
4. Books
Age: 11 Member # 6 Girl
Pant size: Girl’s 8
Shirt size: Girl’s Medium

Age: 9

4 Gift Ideas:
1. Arts and crafts
2. Cooking supplies
3. Cookbooks
4. Hair and makeup accessories

Gifts can be purchased &
dropped off at church by Dec 20
or you can make a monetary gift
and mail it to church and we can
do the shopping. Another way to
help would be to purchase gift
cards thru scrip to either do the
shopping or to give to the family.
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PARKSIDE’S
VOLUNTEER ELVES
CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER
AND SHARING GOD’S LOVE
Our Christmas elves have been very busy
sharing in the spirit of giving and sharing
God’s love and care for one another. In the
picture at right, Parkside’s Missions Committee members Joan Brecke, Kathy Tauben,
and Sandy Dickmann (left to right) assembled
these gift bags for shut-ins. Inside the bags
are goodies such as adult coloring books, colored pencils, soft blankets, scarves, gloves, combs, hairbrush sets, cookies, cups, fruit cups, and word puzzle books. If you or someone you know could use a
little Christmas cheer, please contact the church office at saukvilleucc@att.net.

The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly affected us all in some way. At left,
Joan Brecke is pictured assembling care packages for our members who have
been suffering with the illness. Joan lovingly prepared a batch of homemade
soup to include in the care packages and Pastor Susan Drake did a little shopping for some personal care items and then she delivered the packages to the
porches. Our Caring Ministries committee generously offered funds to cover
the costs of the items. We pray that all of our families and all the families
around the globe that are suffering from COVID-19 will be feeling better soon!

“For it is in the giving
that we receive.”
— Francis Assisi
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SHARE A LITTLE OF YOUR CHRISTMAS FAVORITES
Have a favorite Christmas decoration in your home
that just warms your heart? Please share it with us!
We would love to make our Gathering In Worship
Services feel a little more like home by sharing pictures of your favorite ornaments, nativity sets,
wreaths, fireplace mantels, and decked out or even
super simple trees, etc. Please snap a photo and
email it to saukvilleucc@att.net.

CHRISTMAS EVE VIRTUAL SERVICE
Please plan to join us for our virtual Christmas Eve Gathering In
Service on December 24 at 6:30pm. Check your email for a link to
the login information, which will continue to be the same for our
services from week to week.
SERMONS AVAILABLE ONLINE
If you missed a sermon or want to just re-read through them, sermons are available on our website at http://
www.parksideucc.com/sermons.html .

LIGHTHOUSE YOUTH GROUP WELCOMES NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR
Lighthouse welcomes Erica Brooks as our new Youth Director! Erica
will be filling the roles of both Pastor Kelly and Chloe as they move
on to new ventures- we wish them well and thank them for their service to Lighthouse! Erica currently serves as Youth Director at Vineyard Church in Grafton and will be splitting her time between these
two programs, as well as coordinating some joint youth activities.
Erica is excited to walk alongside our youth, helping them grow in
their relationships with God and with each other. Erica and her dog,
Banjo, live in Cedarburg and enjoy spending lots of time outdoors. You can give her some tips on how to survive a Wisconsin
winter- she is a recent transplant from the South!
We are revising our current schedule of events to provide for increased frequency and consistency in
programming. Youth grades 5-12 are invited to join us EVERY Sunday virtually from 6-7:30pm
through 12/13/2020. For details, please check on the events page on our website
www.lighthouseyouth.org and to the corresponding Facebook event. Our Facebook page is: Lighthouse – Port Washington Saukville Ecumenical Youth Ministry.
Thank you for your continued support, we look forward to seeing you!
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Are You Willing
Poet: Henry Van Dyke
Are you willing - to stoop down and consider the needs and desires of little children;
- to remember the weaknesses and loneliness of people who are
growing old;
- to stop asking how much your friends love you, and to ask
yourself if you love them enough;
- to bear in mind the things that other people have to bear on
their hearts;
- to trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less smoke,
and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall behind you;
- to make a grave for your ugly thougts and a garden for your
kindly feelings, with the gate open?
Are you willing to do these things for a day? Then you are ready
to keep Christmas!

13

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

166 W. Dekora St.
PO Box 80304
Saukville, WI 53080-0304
Return Service Requested

Contact Us
Parkside Community UCC
PO Box 80304
166 W. Dekora Street
Saukville, WI 53080
Phone:
262-284-0588
Email:
saukvilleucc@att.net
Web:
parksideucc.com
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