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Job 23:1-19
Then Job answered:“Today also my complaint is bitter;
his hand is heavy despite my groaning.
Oh, that I knew where I might find him,
that I might come even to his dwelling!
I would lay my case before him,
and fill my mouth with arguments.
I would learn what he would answer me,
and understand what he would say to me.
Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power?
No; but he would give heed to me.
There an upright person could reason with him,
and I should be acquitted forever by my judge.
“If I go forward, he is not there;
or backward, I cannot perceive him;
on the left he hides, and I cannot behold him;
I turn to the right, but I cannot see him.
But he knows the way that I take;
when he has tested me, I shall come out like gold.
My foot has held fast to his steps;
I have kept his way and have not turned aside.
I have not departed from the commandment of his lips;
I have treasured in my bosom the words of his mouth.
But he stands alone and who can dissuade him?
What he desires, that he does.
For he will complete what he appoints for me;
and many such things are in his mind.
Therefore I am terrified at his presence;
when I consider, I am in dread of him.
God has made my heart faint;
the Almighty has terrified me;
If only I could vanish in darkness,
and thick darkness would cover my face!

Mark 10:17-22
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?
No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud;
Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he
heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions
Sermon “Give It Up”
I fundamentally disagree with the premise of Job, if read literally. If you remember God and
Satan make a bet that Job would not worship God so dearly if God let Satan take away
everything Job owns, kill his children and cover him with boils. That is not how I have come to
understand God but this ancient story does make a good point, when we have nothing left, we
always have God.
Even when God feels so achingly far from us, or we become lost in our sorrow, we still have
God. When we feel far from our Creator it is usually us that has turned away. The spiritual path
for most of us is a series of turning away, but the important thing is the turning back.
The Gospel story has a very similar meaning except, Jesus asks the rich man to willingly give up
everything to the poor and follow him and the man takes off. The story doesn’t tell us if he ever
comes back. He could have just had to run home and ask his wife it was okay if he gave away
everything. Maybe that didn’t go so well, maybe it did.
I have to confess though I like material things. I delight in my home and security. I love my old
truck, and I like new cars. I relish in the smartness of new clothes and the softness of my son’s
flannel shirts that he handed down to me when he left for LA. I feel downright perky in a new
pair of shoes but I have a 25 year old pair of boots that I still fish in that I cherish. I am the
product of a consumer driven, materialistic world that attaches feelings and sentiment to things.
I’m not on a first name basis with the Amazon delivery drivers, but they certainly know where I
live. My point is that like many of you I would guess, I don’t plan on giving all that I have away
to the poor anytime soon. Does that mean I don’t follow Jesus?
I wouldn’t be a good UCC minister if I didn’t point out that Jesus cared a great deal about the
poor and economic justice, he cared that there was such a disconnect between the haves and the
have nots in his culture as I do in ours. But practically speaking it would be very hard for any of
us to follow his advice. Most of us are generous, caring people though. But giving it all away is
a different story.

Does that mean we won’t get into heaven? I don’t think so. But I do think that making things our
God, coveting things to the point of making our lives all about the collection of possessions and
wealth will block us from feeling God with us. As will feeling resentment towards those who
have more than us or not caring about those that have less than us, not caring about economic
justice, all of that will take us off the path we follow, when we follow Jesus.
When we do that, when we let anything pull us off that path then of course God is going to feel
far away, of course we will feel like God has abandoned us but all along it is us that have
abandoned God. There is so much that can pull us off that path– not just things but addiction, or
staying too busy to ever get quiet enough to hear that still small voice.
We can be yanked off that path by having obsessions with others, judging others, needing others’
approval, prejudice, trying to control others, having a guilty conscience, you all know the list. If
you are anything like me you probably have had to deal with many of those internal and eternal
struggles. But again, the spiritual path for most of us is a series of turning away, but the most
important thing is to keep turning back.
Julie and I had a wonderful weekend in Door County, we are very grateful. One of the coolest
things we did was go to the Dark Sky Park on the tip of the peninsula in Newport State Park.
I was so excited, I have been an astronomy buff all of my life. Now we read in preparation that
there are no white lights allowed. It takes your eyes almost 30 minutes to readjust enough to
really see the night sky after seeing white light so you were supposed to bring a flashlight with a
red filter. I spent a good hour successfully figuring out how to turn on the red filter in our iPhones
so that we could see.
We arrived early with our blanket and our coffee, found the perfect bench right on the beach and
we sat blissfully and peacefully watching day melt into night over the beautiful bay. That’s a
picture of Julie from those precious moments of twilight. We were cozy and excited to see God’s
beautiful canvas reveal itself to us.
One by one the stars appeared and I felt so connected to God staring at the vast expanse of the
universe, contemplating the breadth and depth of God’s creation that we really have only
scratched the surface of understanding: peace, serenity, connection with each other and with
God. Then others started to arrive, but they came bearing white flashlights! I went from Buddha
like to Okie redneck in a split second. I grumbled loud enough for all to hear, “did they not read
the rules, did they not come prepared!! How dare them!!” I became the flashlight police.
Of course I busted Julie’s vibe as well and she tried to calm me down in her soothing voice, “It’s
okay honey, they probably don’t know better” but still I railed on about people not doing what
they were supposed to do and following the rules. I was completely distracted from what was
right in front of me.
All I had to do was just turn back toward the magnificent sky and turn away from the distraction
around me and I would find my connection again. Peace was just right there. Serenity was right

there. And God was waiting for me. I finally did calm down and slip back into that place of
peace but occasionally I would still look back in disgust at all the rule breakers. Do you see
where I am going with this?
God was not far away from me, I turned away from God. There will always be things in this
world that can pull us away, materialism, selfishness, in my case arrogance, and judging others.
But just like the night sky, God doesn’t go anywhere– we do.
Next time you feel as hopeless and lost as Job, ask yourself what has your heart, what is pulling
your attention, what is keeping you from giving up those things and following God. When you
figure it out try and let it go, give it up, turn back and follow that path of Jesus again, and again,
and again. AMEN
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