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Proverbs 3:3-4
Never let love and faithfulness abandon you—wear them like a necklace around your neck;
inscribe them on the table of your heart.
Then you’ll enjoy kindness and a good reputation from both God and people.
1 John 4:7-8 7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is
begotten of God and has knowledge of God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love.
Sermon “No One Ever Said Loving Would Be Easy”
In my relationship with my partner we rarely make a big deal of Valentine’s day, just little tokens
and cards. Our thought has always been that we love each other everyday, not just one day a year.
Speaking to you all this morning, having a service dedicated to just love, feels the same way to
me. You all love your neighbor every day of the year. We don’t need just one service. We talk
about love just about every Sunday.
We live by the Christian Ethic “The Law of Love”. I took a Christian Ethics class in Seminary
from a brilliant ethicist, Rev. Dr. Enoch Oglesby. His main thesis was that when Jesus said that
we are to love our neighbor as ourselves and the Lord God with all our heart, soul and mind.
Jesus was very clear that this is the most important thing that we can do as people of faith and
that it outweighed all that came before it or after it. And that when we are loving others we are
showing love to God.
This is at the very heart of our faith and every policy written, every word spoken, every battle
fought, every vote cast, everything should be weighed by this one thing, “is what I’m doing the
most loving thing I can do?”
In my mind, this is the way it should be, everywhere all the time. But it is easier said than done
and right now it feels like most of Christianity is far, far away from this ethic. As far away from it
than the legalistic, power minded leaders of Jesus’s time.
Learning to love our neighbor, heck just learning to love anyone, our partners, or our kids, or
parents is not easy work but it starts with another very important thing Jesus taught us. It starts
with the mental and spiritual discipline of learning how to not judge one another and that is not
easy when most of us have been shaped by a culture that was rife with prejudice of all sorts, and
rules, and taboos.

To learn to fully love our neighbor we have to unlearn so much that our society taught us. We
have to heal ourselves from sexism, from homophobia and racial bias, and our addictions to
control and security. You all know the list.
And yes I mean heal ourselves because when we harbor those judgments we rob ourselves of
those rich, beautiful relationships that are meant to be just as beneficial to us, that help us to
learn, grow and stretch our hearts and become better, deeper, and more evolved human beings.
And loving those close to us requires the same level of acceptance and unlearning. It is so easy to
fall into a trap of “shoulding” on our family members because it is what we were taught.
“You should cut your hair, you should go back to school, you should stand up straight, you two
should get married, you should get a little more exercise, you should make better choices, you
should get a job, on and on.” This isn’t love, this is control. Ask our kids and they will tell you I
don’t always practice what I preach.
Learning to love without condition, allowing God’s spirit to flow through us instead of the need
to judge and control is a great spiritual practice and it does take practice. But the connection you
will feel to God when you do something differently, more loving because of your faith is an
incredible experience as you all know.
But God is with us on this journey, when you are about to say something to someone that is
controlling and judgmental, ask for God’s help and you will be amazed that instantly you will
feel the power to either say something loving or say nothing at all.
Loving isn’t always easy, nor is it just about going around and pretending to be nice people when
in your heart you still harbor old beliefs. When you are just tolerating things rather than
embracing them and celebrating who people are.
I read an article from the late Rachel Held Evans that sums up my theology and my Christology
around Jesus and love She wrote:
“I encounter people that are concerned. They are worried that a new generation of Christians are
slipping into a sort of feel-good faith devoid of conviction, reason, and doctrine.
In some cases their fears are justified, but in most I think they’ve just confused the idea of love
with the idea of niceness. They seem to think that because love is so elusive and hard to define, it
must be weak— the ideological crutch for those who don’t want to offend. But when I consider
the love that Jesus showed and that I am commanded to imitate, the last words to come to my
mind are “nice” or “weak.”
To love as Jesus loved. requires more strength and conviction than a human being without the
Spirit can muster. It requires giving without expecting anything in return, forgiving enemies,
witholding judgment, assuming the position of a servant, looking after the forgotten, and caring
for neighbors.

It requires living counter-culturally. The kind of love that Jesus taught and exemplified
crystallizes on the cross, where looking down on those who had put him there Jesus said, "God
forgive them, for they know not what they do."That. Is. Not. Weak.’ Rachel Held Evans
As I prepared for today I continued to sift through different writings and witticisms about the
love that Jesus spoke of and so much of it was sappy and didn’t get to the heart of the love we are
called to in scripture but it did inspire me to write out my own experience and thoughts on love. I
hope some of them resonate with you.
Sometimes Love takes to the streets with a raised fist because loving our neighbor means fighting
for them too. Sometimes Love just shuts up, keeps quiet, and loves a person enough to let them
find their own way. Sometimes love says no.
Sometimes love makes itself vulnerable and speaks the truth quietly but with the authority of
someone that knows your spirit and knows that you are acting in a way that betrays it. Sometimes
love just weeps because it can’t reach you through your walls. Sometimes love just prays because
there is nothing left to be done.
Sometimes love calculates a plan and works a system that is bent on working against it.
Sometimes love comes in the form of courage to use your privilege to speak truth to power.
Sometimes love pushes through fear like a petunia in a sidewalk just to be able to speak out loud
it’s truth.
Sometimes love fills you with a flush of conviction that makes you feel invincible and shapes
your heart into that of a hero. Sometimes love just lets go and puts you in God’s hands.
Sometimes love roams the streets on winter nights hoping to give homeless people a ride to the
shelter or at least a blanket.
Sometimes love makes you leave your path for a while to light the way for someone else.
Sometimes it helps you show up and find the good in those who don’t want you there.
Sometimes love is food for a sick friend or a stranger in need.
Sometimes love leaves you curled up in a ball on a tile floor weeping like a wounded and wild
animal. Sometimes love is just a gentle whisper, “It’s going to be alright”, whether it will be or
not. Sometimes love just sits and just listens.
As we make ready ourselves further for the coming Christ Child let us make sure that we commit
ourselves to loving the way Jesus taught us with his life and his death. AMEN
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